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moral Phylofophy. What flioulde I fpeake of Cato,
who was olde before he learned lattine letters, and yet
became one of the greateft Oratours of his time?
Thefe examples are fufficient to proue that by induf-
trie and diligence any perfection may be attained,
and by true Magnanimitie all aduerfities are eafye to
be endured. And to that ende (my verie good lorde)
I do here prefume thus rudely to rehearfe them.
For as I can be content to confeffe the lightneffe
wherewith I haue bene (in times pafl) worthie to be
burdened, fo would I be gladde, if nowe when I am
otherwife bent, my better endeuors might be accepted.
But (alas my lorde) I am not onely enforced fill to
carie on my (houlders the croffe of my carelefneffe,
but therewithal! I am alfo put to the plonge, too pro-
uide newe weapons wherewith 1 maye defende
all heauy frownes, deepe fufpedls, and dangerous de-
tractions. And I finde my felfe fo feeble, and fo vnable
to endure that combat, as (were not the cordialles
before rehearfed) I Ihould either call downe mine
armoure and hide myfelfe like a recreant, or elfe (of a
malicious flubbomefle) Ihould bufte my braines with
fome Stratagem for to execute an enuious reuenge vpon
mine aduerfaries.

But neither wil Magnanimitie fuffer me to become
vnhonefl, nor yet can Induflrie fee me finke in idle-
neffe.

For I haue learned in facred fcriptures to heape
coles vppon the heade of mine enemie, by honeft deal-
ing: and our fauiour himfelfe hath encoraged me,
faying that I fhal lacke neither workes nor feruice,
although it were noone dayes before I came into the
Market place.

Thefe things I fay (my fmgular good lorde) do re-
newe in my troubled minde the fame affedlion which
firfl moued me to honor you, nothing doubting but that
your fauorable eyes will vouchfafe to beholcle me as
I am, and neuer be fo curious as to enquire what I
haue bene.